
City of Seattle 

100 Years of Watershed 100 Years of Watershed 
Protection (in 10 minutes or less) Protection (in 10 minutes or less) 



City of Seattle 

�� Municipal UtilityMunicipal Utility 
�� Solid WasteSolid Waste 
�� Wastewater and Wastewater and 

DrainageDrainage 
�� Engineering Engineering

ServicesServices 
�� Regional Water Regional Water

SupplierSupplier 



City of Seattle 

Over 100,000 acres, Over 100,000 acres, 
over 1.3 million peopleover 1.3 million people 



City of Seattle 

People are the exception, People are the exception,
not the rule.not the rule. 

�� UninhabitedUninhabited 
�� Access strictly Access strictly

controlledcontrolled 



City of Seattle 

Cedar River Cedar River 
Municipal WatershedMunicipal Watershed 

�� 91,339 acres91,339 acres 
�� 99.97% Owned 99.97% Owned 

by Seattleby Seattle 
�� Water supply Water supply

and electricityand electricity 
�� Closed to Closed to 

publicpublic 
�� Over 100 years Over 100 years

as primary as primary
supplysupply 



City of Seattle 

South ForkSouth Fork Tolt Tolt River River 
Municipal WatershedMunicipal Watershed 

�� 12,107 acres12,107 acres 
�� 70% Owned by 70% Owned by

SeattleSeattle 
�� Water supply Water supply

and electricityand electricity 
�� Closed to publicClosed to public 
�� 39 years as 39 years as

secondary source secondary source
of drinking waterof drinking water 

�� Recently addedRecently added
ozonationozonation/filtration /filtration
plantplant 



City of Seattle 

�� Great Seattle Fire Great Seattle Fire 
18891889 

�� Rate fundedRate funded 

Start Early, Stick With ItStart Early, Stick With It 



City of Seattle 

Slow Beginning Picks Up SpeedSlow Beginning Picks Up Speed 

1898 1898 -- Early PurchasesEarly Purchases 



City of Seattle 

�� CMSP&P RRCMSP&P RR 
�� Forced the Forced the 

IssueIssue 

“Railroaded!”“Railroaded!” 



City of Seattle 

�� HomesteadsHomesteads 
�� Timber Co.’sTimber Co.’s 
�� Mining TownMining Town 
�� FederalFederal Gov’tGov’t 

Buying a “FixerBuying a “Fixer--upper”upper” 



City of Seattle 

�� IndividualsIndividuals 
�� Company Company

TownsTowns 

HomesteadsHomesteads 



City of Seattle
1910’s 1910’s -- CondemnationCondemnation 



City of Seattle 

�� Agreements Agreements
precede precede
AcquisitionAcquisition 

Timber CompaniesTimber Companies 



City of Seattle1960’s 1960’s -- Timber Co’sTimber Co’s 



City of Seattle 

�� Land and Land and 
Timber Timber 
Exchanges Exchanges
over 60 yearsover 60 years 

Federal GovernmentFederal Government 



City of Seattle
1996 1996 -- Vision AchievedVision Achieved 



City of Seattle 

Have the Land, Need a PlanHave the Land, Need a Plan 

�� 5050--year planyear plan 
�� Land and forest Land and forest 

management in management in
municipal municipal
watershedwatershed 

City operationsCity operations could result in “take” of could result in “take” of 
fish species under ESA review fish species under ESA review 



City of Seattle 

Habitat Conservation PlanHabitat Conservation Plan 

�� Watershed Watershed 
management management
((FORESTSFORESTS)) 

�� Mitigation for fish Mitigation for fish
blockage (blockage (FISHFISH)) 

�� River flow regime River flow regime
((FLOWSFLOWS)) 

�� Monitoring and Monitoring and
research (research (FINDINGS)FINDINGS) 

$84 million in funding, $84 million in funding,
5050--year termyear term 



City of Seattle 

�� Surrounded by Surrounded by
development/ development/
recreation landsrecreation lands 

�� Creating a larger Creating a larger
buffer zonebuffer zone 

�� OtherOther Gov’ts Gov’ts have have 
jurisdiction: BPA, jurisdiction: BPA,
Mining proposalMining proposal 

Challenge ContinuesChallenge Continues 



City of Seattle 

�� Buy land, not treesBuy land, not trees 
�� Invest in future: Invest in future: 

plant seedlings, plant seedlings,
let them growlet them grow 

�� Manage land for Manage land for
water and wildlifewater and wildlife 

Small City, Simple PlanSmall City, Simple Plan 


